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| AND AGRICULTURE. 


JACKSON, Miss., January 1st, 1880. 
2 
To His Excellency, Governor J. M. Stone: 


The State Board of Immigration and Agriculture, composed 
as follows: Е. б. Wall, President, W. L. Hemingway, and 
H. C. Myers, Secretary, has the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report: 


IMMIGRATION. | 


In the month of April, 1878, as soon as organized, the 
Board of Immigration and Agriculture, appointed as agents, 
W. T. Brodix, Bloomington, Illinois; C. R Brodix, Bloom- 
ington, Illinois; Dr. T. Fitzhugh, Indianapolis, Indiana; 
Colonel W. Н. Harris, Columbus, Ohio, and the Rev. 
A. II. Widney, Hazlehurst, Mississippi. Owing to the 
smallappropriation made by the Legislature for the work 
of Immigration, the Agents had to depend upon the commis- 
sions from the sale of lands for their remuneration. The 
Agents, as soon as appointed, went to work with energy, dis- 
tributing papers, pamphlets and information in reference to 
our State, furnished by the Board, and worked up a large 
amount of interest in the cause of Immigration to Missis- 
sippi. 

The President, under the instruetions of the Boara, made 
arrangements with all the railroads in the State, to carry ex- 
cursionists and immigrants at greatly reduced rates of fare. 
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Excursion trains were engaged to bring 1000 excursionists 
from Illinois, 500 from Indiana, and 500 from Ohio, to visit 
our State, to look at and purchase land; but “man proposes 
and God disposes.” The yellow fever as an epidemic visited 
our State in the summer and fall of 1878, and the terror of 
the scourge deterred all from coming. \ 


A WORK OF HUMANITY. 


It is with feelings of lieartfelt gratitude that the Board ac 
knowledges the services of the Agents during that terrible 
epidemic. "The President of the Board, then acting as Secre- 
tary of the Howard Association of Jackson, Miss., opened cor- 
respondence with our Agents in the Western States. Mr. C. 
R. Brodix, in response to this call for help, at ‘his own ex- 
pense, eanvassed most of the railroad cities and towns in 
Illinois, and as the result of his labors fifteen car loads of pro- 
visions were sent and distributed to the fever stricken cities 
and towns in MissiSsippi, and also several car loads to Mem- 
phis, Tennessee. The other Agents did good work in the 
cause of humanity. Such noble acts need no comment. 

The cause of immigration, had not only to contend with the 
yellow fever, but the political partisans used every effort to 
cast odium upon the State. In proof of this we need only 
cite & few instances, copied from that sterling paper, the 
Farmer's Home Journal, of Louisville, Ky. 'The Board thanks 
the able editor of that paper for the kindly defense һе has 
made of our much slandered State: é 

“It is with real pleasure that we acknowledge the receipt 
from Maj. E. G. Wall, Commissioner, of a volume of his re- 
port on ** The Resources, Condition and Wants of the State of 
Mississippi. Compiled and arranged by order of the State 
Board of Immigration and Agriculture. 

** This is an interesting and timely publication, and should 
be widely distributed. For political reasons, no State is more 
abused at this time than Mississippi. The following specimen 
of newspaper comment will illustrate our remark : 


“Too much Mississippi is killing the Democratic party in 
the North. The letters and speeches of Jefferson Davis, the 
insane ravings of the Okolona States, and the murderous shot- 
guns of the Gulleys in Kemper county, and the Barksdales in 
Yazoo, are the most eloquent arguments yet offered against 
Democratic domination. They will have due weight in the 
fall elections in the North.’ ”—St. Louis Globe-Democrat, Rep, 


“These extreme and exceptional cases are seized upon in or- 
der to villify the whole State. No opportunity is lost to create 
in the Northern heart a sectional hostility and hatred to the 
Southern people. Senator Hoar, in an address to a political 
convention at Worcester, Mass., on the 16th of September, 
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ult., said: “You have heard that 5,000,000 people will seek 

our shores during the next year. Some will remain in Massa- 

- chusetts, where the. poorest child may have-the same educa- 
tional privileges as the richest. Some may go to New York, 
some to Colorado, now again taking her place in the Republi- 
can column. They wil turn with loathing from murder- 
haunted Mississippi, and from where in Virginia, the ghost of 
States rights is mumbling something, they khow not what.’ 

“It would seem almost useless for the people of Mississippi 
to attempt to bring immigrants to settle among them,when such: 
strenuous efforts are being made by outside political partisans 
not only to prevent foreign emigrants from going to the South, 
but are also actively engaged in stampeding the negroes from 
Louisiana and Mississippi, and crowding them like so many 
frightened sheep into Kansas. But sometimes an unfair game 
is carried too far, and a reaction takes place differ- 
ent from what was hoped for. Just such a good fortune is 
about to happen to Mississippi. We yesterday gave letters of 
introduction to a capitalist from New York City, who was on 
his way to Mississippi to invest a round sum in cash in the 
purchase of cotton lands on the river. He wished to buy a 
large cotton plantation, and go to work on it, as being the best 
investment Бе could make with his money. He thought that 
for every negro that left the South, three white men would go 
there to take his place. 

“ And it may be true as Senator Hoar says, that none of the 
:5,000,С00° (?) foreign emigrants may go South, for they will 
all be wanted, doubtless, to take the places in the mills and 
shops, and in the mines and factories, vacated by the striking 
workmen in the Northern States; but there will be, neverthe- 
less, a large migration to the Southern States during the next . 
year, of both capitalists and reliable workmen, for in that di- 
rection there is a greater and more certain prospect for employ- 
ment of both money and labor, than ean be expected in any 
other portion of the civilized world. Capital and labor will 
seek the best fields for their operations, and the South can look 
forward to the near future with more cheerfulness and hopeful- 
ness than ever before in all her history. 

“ Let Mississippi, then, officially proclaim, the advantages 
held out by that State, where, notwithstanding all the asserted 
il usuages and abuses heaped upon the free negro, more cot- 
ton has been raised this year than ever before ; and as it is 
now clearly proved that the South can raise every variety of 
farm produce, including wheat, potatoes, grasses, hogs, mules, 
eattle, etc., let the Northern laborer push on down South and 

‘take possession by purchase and occupation of this fair land. 
That will be a legitimate and a successful conquest." ` 

Not satisfied with injuring Mississippi in the Northern and 
Western States, they have sent to England such reports as 
the following, copied from an English paper. 
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BARBARITY IN MISSISSIPPI. 


“А respectable colored man to better his condition went to 
Kansas, and after working some time; until he had earned 
enough money to remove his family, returned to Mississippi 
for that purpose; but as soon as it became known, the bar- 
berous planters seized upon him and cut his arms off at the 
elbow joint," etc., etc. 

To meet such unwarrantable and slanderous attacks, and to 
disseminate correct information as to our State, the Board au- 
thorized the President to publish a pamphlet, entitled the 
* Resources, Conditions and Wants of Mississippi" In this 
pamphlet,as far as possible, communications were solicited 
and published from Northern and Western gentlemen who had 
visited, or settled in our State since the war, Such visitors us 
Dr. A. C. Stephenson, of Indiana ; and such settlers as Mr. C. 
Menelas of Lincoln County, Rev. A. W. Widney of Copiah, 
and Col. M. B. Hillyard, now Agent for the Mobile & Ohio 
Railroad. 

A large number of copies of this pamphlet have been dis- 
tributed in the Western, Northern, Southern Atlantic States, 
and also in England. Тһе President of the Board has reason 
to know that this pamphlet has done much good. in removing 
unjust prejudices, and from the-letters now being received re- 
questing copies, and for information about lands, is encourag- 
ed to think,it willinduce many to purchase lands in Missis- 
sippi. 

‘The President of the Board as Commissioner of Immigra- 
tion, has in preparation, (which he has been working on for the 
last eighteen months,) a book taking each county in the State 
separately, and giving allthe information about it that may 
be desired by an immigrant. Much valuable information will 
be embraced in this work, taken from the U. S. census of 1880. 


THE EMIGRATION OF ENGLISH FARMERS. 


In the last six months, several colonies of -English farmers 
have settled in the State of Texas. These emigrants consist 


. of farmers and their families, who are sceking to find in the 


New World an escape from high rents and high taxes in the 
mother country. They are for the most part, substantial 
well-to-do farmers, and constitute a class of immigrants which 
will prove a valuable accession to the population of any South- 
ern State. The reason for their selecting Texas as their home 
is thus given in one of the New York' papers: | 

“These farmers have been induced to make this move because 
at this time of their keenest distress the agents of the Texas 
Railroads have been circulating pamphlets and newspapers, 
and sending out lecturers to fill the minds of the farmers with 
stories of the attractions the undeveloped Southwest offers. 
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Australian capitalists have been doing the same thing, and 
they have been backed by British interests; but the English 
farmers heard from their friends and relatives that what 
is said in behalf of emigration to Texas is true, while Aus- 
tralian crops have been failures of late. Mr. Elder has 
spent some time іп Texas and purchased a farm there. He 
has lectured to his people about the advantages of emigration 
and many of them are now with him, while others are coming. 
The other organizer, who is responsible for the coming of the 
remainder of those now here, is Dr. Kingsbury, the Liverpool 
agent of a Texan railroad. These farmers when at home man- 
aged farms varying from 100 acres to 300 or 400 acres. They 
bring with them sums of money ranging from £200 or £600 
apiece. It is estimated that the heads of families possess on 
an average 6300 each. Others grouped together in a sort of 
partnership, have pooled their funds, and thus command from 
. $5,000 to $10,000. Many of them have selected plots of land 
upon the maps of the great railroad. grants ; but they have not 
been obliged to pay for them in advance. or to niake a deposit 
upon them. On the contrary, they are at liberty to choose 
anew if when they see the land they selected, they no longer 
prefer it. They are allowed a long while in which to com- 
plete their payments, if they are not ; able to buy outright. 

Like work will produce like resülts, and if Mississippi 
wishes to secure a portion of this valuable immigration, her 
Legislature will have to provide means to send agents to New 
York and England. 

Germany and Ireland are also sending out thousands of their 
population to secure homes in this country. A large majority 
of these emigrants are landed at Castle Garden, New York 
City, and are thence distributed over the United States and 
Territories. Hence, the necessity of an agent at that point. 

To deliver lectures, to distribute correct information, to 
meet slanderous reports and secure a good class of immi- 
grants, the Board, if it had the means, could obtain the serv- 
ices о? such good and reliable citizens of the State. as Rev. 
Dr. C. K. Marshall, of Vicksburg, Miss. ; Col. M. B. Hillyard, 
formerly of New Jersey, now agent for the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad; Rev. A. ҮҮ. Widney, of Copiah county, formerly of 
Illinois, and the Rev. J. J. Miller, a German, and a Lutheran 
minister, now of Winston county, Mississippi. 


A RECORD OF LANDS FOR SALE. 


In compliance with the law, a record of lands for sale in the 
State is kept 1n the office of the Commissioner of Immigra. 
tion and Agriculture. The papers giving a description of the 
lands, after being recorded, are filed separately by counties. 
A statement of these lands with a full description is sent to 
each Agent, or to any one wishing to purchase lands in the 
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State; it is therefore, to the interest of land-owners in the 
State who are desirous to sell, to send to the Commissioner's 


office a full description of their lands, with the improvements 
on them. 


THE EXODUS OF COLORED LABORERS TO KANSAS, 


There was considerable excitement among the colored labor- 
ers, last spring, in reference to moving to Kansas. With the 
cxception of the eastern part of Jasper county and the west- 
ern part of Clarke, where the excitement has been recently 
revived, it seems for the present to have died out. From re- 
ports received at this office, from most of the counties in the 
State, the effect of this movement has not, thus far, injured 
our agricultural interests; but from the disturbing influence 
of political | partisans that now; exists, we may expect a 
periodical return of this excitement. A large number of these 
poor people, who were beguiled to Kansas by false representa- 
tions, have returned, “wiser if not better,’ and will now be 
contented to remain in their native State. Most of our col- 
ored citizens will now heed such advice as the following from 
one of their own ministers : ˆ 


A Colored Minister Advises Ilis Restless Itace.—The Rev. 
А. W. Shields, a well known and intelligent colored minister 
of Natchez, who is now in Kansas doing missionary work, has 
written a letter back to the Natchez Democrat, from the “New 
Canaan." The following portion of his letter is interesting to 
all persons concerned about the exodus, and it can be accepted 
as perfectly authentic: “A few words for Kansas: For God's 
sake, in your next issue, advise the colored people to remain 
&t their homes and not come to Kansas, for the people are not 
doing well here. They have been fooled by parties in the in- 
terest of railroad companies, who lead them to believe that 
Kansas is the land of milk and honey; but when they get there 
they fail to get the land or the honey. They are too poor to 
emigrate to Kansas. Kansas has no timber worth speaking of, 
and I think for their own interest they had better stay at home. 
Remember, I am not at home here, but am on missionary work, 
and there is no inducement to keep me in Kansas. Natchez is 
my home,*and there I expect to live and die, if it is my Mas- 
ter's will. Many of those here are going back to their old 
homes," 


AGRICULTURAL AND IMMIGRATION SOCIETIES. 


The Board of Immigration and Agriculture recommends to 
ihe land-owners, the organization of an Agricultural and Im 
migration Society in each county in the State. The purpose 
of this Society should beto develop the resources, to improve 
the soil, and the introduction of a good class of immigrants. 
Such a Society can be incorporated under the law as it now 
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stands. If the Patrons of Husbandry, in connection with the 
property-holders who are not Grangers, would unite in form- 
ing such an organization in each county, they could soon 
build up such an interest in immigration as would induce 
thousands of reliable and industrious farmers to purchase 
lands and settle in Mississippi. The Board of Immigration, by 
means of such a Society could be furnished with a vast amount 
of localinformation from each county, to publish and dissemi- 
nate to the world. 


THE AGRICULTURAL PROSPERITY OF THE STATE. 


The crops of 1879, generally, throughout Mississippi, have 
been good, ‘The difference between 8 cents per pound for cot- 
ton, in 1878, and 11 cents in 1879, has left in the hands of the 
producers and business men something over $6,000,000. 

The people are, therefore, better able to enter upon this 
work of immigration than they have been since the war, 


. DISTRIBUTION OF PAPERS AND PAMPULETS. 


The Board, through the President, who is also Commissioner 
of Immigration, has distributed, in 1878, 10.000 copies of a 
paper entitled “Mississippi Homes, " and in 1879, 5,000 copies 
of a 200 page pamphlet, “The Resources, Condition, ‘and Wants 
of Mississippi,’ besides answering a large number of letters 
asking forinformation. ‘The effect of all this work will be felt 
hereaiter, and the Board is of opinion that it will be the means 
of inducing a large number of first-class immigrants to settle 
in our State. 

The more prosperous condition of our people, the reduced 
taxes, the higher price for cotton, the peace and quiet in our 
political affairs, and the almost entire freedom from epidemic 
diseases, the past year, are potent arguments that can be used 
to convince immigrants we have one of the most desirable 
countries in the world. 

Relying upon the wisdom of the present Legislature to do 
everything necessary for the future prosperity and develop- 
ment of our State, the Board of Immigration and Agriculture 
respectfully submit the above report. 

i E. G. WALL, 
President of Board of Immigration and Agriculture. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Statement marked “A” exhibits the warrants issued on ac- 
count of the State Board of Immigration and Agrieulture, from 
April 4th, 1878, to January Ist, 1880, amounting to $3,752 83. 

Statement marked “B,” with vouchers, gives the amount 
expended by the Treasurer of the Board on account of -pos- 
tage, express and contingent expenses, which is included i in 
the above $3,752 83, amounting to $326 83. 


10 


APPROPRIATIONS, 


Appropriation for 1878.................... $2,083 33 

Appropriation for 1879....................... 2,900 00 
Total appropriation......... eee 

Warrants issued as ађоуе............. iii 
0***0 0  [ [| ۇ 1؟[ۇ؟1‎ ¡[1 «75 TEM 


Warrants issued to Treasurer of Board for pos- 


tage, express and contingent expenses. 


1878. Warrant No. 236........ dere ` $100 00 
Warrant No. 596........................ 50 00 
Warrant No. 596.......... ............. 100 00 

1879. Warrant No. 590....... | ك‎ 150 00 

"Total... $400 00 
Expended as per statement B............... 326 83 
ғ 

Вліапсе.............................а.. 73 17 
Total unexpended balanee............. .......... 


E. G. WALL, 


$4,583 33 
3,759 83 


$830 50 ; 


TO 


Treasurer of Board. 


e. mes e EE — — — N 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT. 


= 
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STATEMENT А. 


Warrants issued on account State Board Immigration, E. G. 


Wall, Commissioner. 


1878. i 

April 4..... No. 236, Expressage and Postage and 
Сопбіппепі.....................»4-%%»»%... 5100 00 
April 5..... No. 245, Salary of President............ 90 33 
May 2....... Мо. 327, Salary of President............ 100 00 
May 31......[No. 412, Salary of President............ 100 00 
May 81..... No. 413, Pamphlet New South......... 50 00 
June 29..... No. 518-19 Salary of President......... 100 00 
July 5.......|No. 526, Express and Postage......... 50 00 
July 13..... No: 533, Printing................. deed a 313 50 
July 31..... No. 557, Salary of President............ 100 00 
August 12. No 597, Postage and Express......... 100 00 
August 31..|No. 644, бајагу......................... RER 100 00 
Sept. 90....|No. 686, Salary... ae 100 00 
Noy. 4...... No. 708, байагу................. sede nude 100 00 
Nov. 30..... NOAA 100 00 
Dec. 31..... No. 1019, Salate. t 100 00 
| es = 
| $1,608 88 

1879 | А 

ер A No: 4, »تد‎ `` ` ` ` ` ` `` an $100 00 
Feb. 28..... “يە »ا‎ "`` ``` ` ` ` ` 100 00' 
March 29. .|No. 255, Printing......... سسس‎ 12 00 
March 81...|No. 269, Printing.... ................... 100 00 
April 80....|Мо. 348, Printing... aussen 100 00 
May 31..... Ко. 419, Printing анне 100 00 
June 30,.... Ко. 495, Ргїпїїпр........................ “ 100 00 
July 14..... No. 530, Express and Postage......... 150 00 
July 26......|No. 542, Printing Resources Miss....., 780 00 
July 31..... No. 563, Salary.......... m 100 00 
Sept. *1..... No.-665, Salary: oret `` ` `` < 100 00 
Oct. 9...... No. 788, DUAE year 100 00 
Oct. 31... . . No. 855, Өа]агу............................. 100 00 
Dec. 2...... No. 944, Balarg. eee | 100 00 
Dec. 31..... No 988, 1-110 0106 يە‎ saw | 700 
Dec. EL No 100 00 


wrap 
/ 991, PROSS an 


| 83,759 83 
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` _ STATEMENT В. 


1878, 


—— —Ó 


Ap! 

Ap'l 

Ap’l 

Apl 
Арі! 

Meh 
June 
June 
June 
July 
July 


July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
‚July 
July 


July 
July 
Aug. 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Sept. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
Nov. 
Nor. 


Warrants 236, 526, and 596......! 
4..|To one Record book, voucher 1....: 
4. .|To Р. O. box rent, voucher 2...... | 
10.|R. R. fare to McComb City........ | 
12.10 Postage stamps, voucher 3.. 
16.40 Postage stamps, voucher 4.... 
13.\To Postage stamps, voucher 5....' 
.To Express charges, voucher 6... 
‚|То Postage stamps, voucher 7....j 
(То Postage stamps, voucher 8....; 
.To Telegram, voucher 9.......... : 
(То P. O. box rent and postage, 
voucher A ` `" Res 
5..ITo Postage, voucherll.......... 
12.|To Postage, voucher 12.......... | 
12.|To Express charges, voucher 13... 
12. To Express charges, voucher 14. .; 
12. ¡To Express charges, voucher 15..! 
19. To Express charges, voucher 16..; 
12.10 Express charges, voucher 17..' 
12./To Express charges, voucher 18. .' 
12.10 Express charges, voucher 19. Ў 
13.|To E Express charges, voucher 20..' 
13./To am’t paid Paul Jones, for work’ 
in office, voucher a 8 ` "` | 
16.[To Postage, voucher 22.......... | 
31./To Postage, voucher 23 EE 
1..1Toam’t paid H. V. Wall for work 
in office, voucher 24........ 
16./To Postage. voucher 25.......... 
16. To Postage voucher 26.......... | 
17.|To Seal and Expressage, vouch 27.' 
80. To Postage, voucher 28.......... | 
23./To Postage, voucher 29.......... | 
l..'To Р. О. box rent and Postage 
voucher 80.................. 
16.\To Postage, voucher 31.......... 
11.10 Ink, voucher 32.............. 
13.'To Postage, voucher 35.......... 


hm Co ات‎ IO! 


Dec. 9.. .|To Postage, voucher 34.......... 


1879. ¡To Warrant, 530................ | 


CR. 


———  — —À Te RER 


224. 


VORN 


to 


Si 20 64 на DO © 


= ES DIO 


State Board in account with E. G. Wall, Treasurer. 


DR. 


| 8250 00 


90 
50 
60: 
00 
00) 
00; 
50 
00 
49 
40 


e 


150 00 
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STATEMENT B.—Continued. 


State Board in account with E. G. Wall, Tressurer. 


1879. 


Jan. 1... 


April 1. 


April 1. 
Мау 20., 
July 1... 


July 12.. 
July 12.. 
July 12.. 
July 14.. 
July 15.. 
July 15.. 
July 15.. 
July 15.. 
July 15. 
July 15.. 
July 15.. 
July 15. 
July 15.. 
‚July 21. 
July 22.. 
23.. 
july 26.. 
Oct. 1... 


July 


Nov. 3.. 


Nov. 28. 


Nov. 8.. 


Dec. 9.. 
Dec. 9.. 
Dec. 31.. 


To Postage, voucher 41 


To Post Officebox rent and pos- 
‘tage, voucher 3d9............... 
To Post Office box rent and роз- 
tage, voucher 86............... 
To Postage, voucher 864.......... 
To Poetage, voucher 37.......... 
To Post Offiee box rent and pos- 
tage, voucher 88............. 
To Boxes for pamphlets, vouch. 39. 
To Boxes for pamphlets, vouch. 40, 


з o... ss ss ө э 


To Postage, voucher 42........... 
To Express charges, voucher 43... 
To Express charges,.voucher 44... 
To Express charges, voucher 45.. 
To Express charges, voucher 46... 
To Express charges, voucher 47... 
To Express charges, voucher 48.. 
To Express charges, voucher 49... 
To Express charges, voucher 50... 
To Express charges, voucher 51... 
To Postage charges, voucher 52.. 
To Postage charges, ' voucherj53. . 
To Stationery, voucher 584....... 
То Postage, ‘voucher 54.......... 
To Post Office box rent and post. 
age, voucher 55................ 
To Postage, voucher 56 
To Postage, voucher 57.......... 
To Express charges voucher 574.. 
To Postage, voucher 58.......... 
To Expiess charges, voucher 59... 
To H. V. Wall, work in office...... 


e^ sr sex e 3 


(2 


t2. Neb 


10 
30 


————— Kr 


$ 326 83$ 400 00 


